Lowcountry Observance of the Civil War Sesquicentennial
Calendar of Events for April 2011
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For a comprehensive schedule of events for the
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APRIL 13 - WEDNESDAY

(DUSK TO DAWN) From Unity to Divided Nation: Fort Sumter Light Display. Symbolizing the
division of our nation that began with a single canon shot in Charleston Harbor, a dramatic light
display at Fort Sumter will set the tone of the Sesquicentennial Observance, creating a stunning
visual effect. Beginning at dusk April 9, the Fort will be bathed in a wash of light with a single
beam of light emanating from the Fort, up to the sky. At 4:30am on April 12, coinciding with the
exact moment of the first shot fired in the Lowcountry 150 years ago, the beam of light will split
into 2 beams, signifying the division of the nation. At 6:45am, a star shell will be fired over the
harbor. The lights will go out. The lights will again shine on the Fort April 12 from dusk til dawn
on April 13. April 9-13, visible dusk to dawn daily. Produced by Fort Sumter-Fort Moultrie
Historical Trust (843) 720-3819.

(8:45AM) Military Enlistment Program. An opportunity for children to experience what it was
like to be a soldier during the Civil War. April 9-15 at 8:45am & 11am, April 16 on demand;
Liberty Square, 340 Concord St., Downtown Charleston. Admission: Free. Produced by National
Park Service (843) 883-3123.

(9AM-5PM) The Old Slave Mart Museum. The museum recounts the story of Charleston’s role
in this inter-state slave trade by focusing on the history of this particular building and site and
the slave sales that occurred here. The museum is possibly the only known building used as a
slave auction gallery in South Carolina still in existence. Ongoing exhibit, open Mon.-Sat. 9am-
5pm; The OIld Slave Mart Museum, 6 Chalmers St., Downtown Charleston. Admission: Free.
Produced by The Old Slave Mart Museum (843) 958-6467.

(9AM-5PM) City Under Siege: Charleston In The Civil War. This permanent exhibition provides a
rich overview of events in and around Charleston from secession to 1865 and includes uniforms,
artillery shells, firearms, “gunboat china,” the watch of a fallen South Carolina soldier, and the
recently-acquired prosthesis of Colonel Peter Gaillard, who lost his hand in action against Union
forces on Morris Island. Ongoing exhibit, open Mon.-Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 1-5pm; Charleston
Museum, 360 Meeting St.,, Downtown Charleston. Admission: $10/Adults; $5/Children.
Produced by the Charleston Museum (843) 722-2996.

(9AM-5PM) Secessionists, Soldiers and Slaves: The Middleton Family’s Civil War. Includes
changing exhibits exploring rice culture during the war, the building of Charleston’s defenses,
investing in experimental “seegar boats”, the use of slaves for war projects and runaway slaves



fleeing the plantations for Union bases in Beaufort and Port Royal. On view through December
31, 2015, open daily 9am-5pm; Middleton Place, 4300 Ashley River Rd., West Ashley. Admission:
$25/Adults; $15/Students (14+ with student ID); $10/Child (6-13); Free/Child (Under 5).
Produced by Middleton Place Foundation (843) 566-6020.

(9AM-5PM) Threads of War: Clothing and Textiles of the Civil War. Women’s, men’s and
children’s clothing, uniforms and accessories, flags, quilts and coverlets, along with period
magazines, newspapers, daguerreotypes and diaries provide vivid images of 1860s Charleston
and a lifestyle torn apart by war. On view through September 5, open Mon.-Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun.
1-5pm; Charleston Museum, 360 Meeting St., Downtown Charleston. Admission: $10/Adults;
S5/Children. Produced by the Charleston Museum (843) 722-2996.

(9AM-6:30PM) Civil War Sesquicentennial Events at Patriots Point. Over 300 Civil War
reenactors will be camped at Patriots Point in an artillery camp overlooking Charleston Harbor
with 24 artillery pieces to fire upon Fort Sumter. Living history presentations including artillery,
cavalry, infantry, medicine and home life demonstrations will take place daily. April 9-14 from
9am-6:30pm; Patriots Point, 40 Patriots Point Rd., Mount Pleasant. Admission $10/Adults;
S5/Youth ages 6-11; Free/ages 5 and under; Parking: $5. Produced by Patriots Point (866) 831-
1720.

(9AM-7PM) Living History Demonstrations at Fort Moultrie. April 9-10, 16-17: Fort Moultrie
and campsites open 9am; Children’s Musket Drill, Parade Ground at 10am, 1pm & 3pm; Musket
Drill/Firing, Parade Ground at 10:30am, 1:30pm & 3:30pm; Heavy Artillery Drill, Inside Fort
Moultrie at 11am, 2pm, 4pm & 5pm; Musket Drill/Firing, Outer Firing Range at 11:30am,
2:30pm, 4:30pm; Fort Moultrie closes at 7pm (On April 17, the last demonstration is at 3:30pm
and Fort Moultrie closes at 5pm). April 11-15: Fort Moultrie and campsites open at 9am; Heavy
Artillery Drill, Inside Fort Moultrie at 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm; Musket
Drill/Firing, Outer Firing Range at 10:30am, 11:30am, 1:30pm, 2:30pm, 3:30pm & 4:30pm; Fort
Moultrie closes at 7pm; Fort Moultrie National Monument, 1214 Middle St., Sullivan’s Island.
Admission: Free. Produced by National Park Service (843) 883-3123.

(9:30AM-5:15PM) Special Civil War Sesquicentennial Harbor Cruises to Fort Sumter. Go back in
time to April 1861 and visit Fort Sumter this April for the 150" Anniversary of the start of the
Civil War as reenactors occupy the fort. Tours departing from Liberty Square at Aquarium Wharf,
360 Concord St., Downtown Charleston: April 9-17 at 9:30am, 12pm, 2:30pm; April 10-11, 13,
15-17 at 5:15pm; Tours departing from Patriots Point, 40 Patriots Point Rd., Mount Pleasant:
April 9-17 at 10:45am, 1:30pm, 4pm). Admission: $16/Adults; $14.50/Seniors; $10/Child (6-11);
Free/Child (Under 6). Produced by SpiritLine Cruises (800) 789-3678.

(L0AM-4PM) Secessionists, Soldiers and Slaves: The Alston Family’s Civil War. A witness to
history, the Edmondston-Alston served as the site General Beauregard used to watch the
Bombardment of Fort Sumter and was a refuge for General Robert E. Lee during the Great Fire
of 1861. The permanent collections include rare documents. On view through December 31,
2015, guided tours Tues.-Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. 1:30-4:30pm, Mon. 10am-4:30pm; Edmondston-
Alston House, 21 East Battery, Downtown Charleston. Admission: $10. Produced by Middleton
Place Foundation (843) 722-7171.



(L0AM-5PM) Stephen Marc — Passage On The Underground Railroad. Exhibit organized by the
University at Buffalo Art Galleries, Buffalo, New York, features Marc’s fascinating photographs
and digital montages that explore the history of freedom-seekers on the Underground Railroad.
April 8-July 10, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 1-5pm; Gibbes Museum of Art, 135 Meeting St.,
Downtown Charleston. Admission: $9/Adults; $7/Seniors, Students, Military; $S5/Children (6-12);
Free/Members & Children under 6. Produced by Gibbes Museum of Art (843) 722-2706 ext. 22.

(1L0AM-5PM) A Soldier’s View of Civil War Charleston. Features over 30 paintings depicting the
batteries and forts around Charleston Harbor as painted by Conrad Wise Chapman (1842-1910)
during the Civil War. The exhibition includes multiple paintings of Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie
and a depiction of the H.L. Hunley, the first submarine ever to sink an enemy ship. April 8-July
10, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 1-5pm; Gibbes Museum of Art, 135 Meeting St., Downtown
Charleston. Admission: S$9/Adults;  $7/Seniors, Students, Military; S$5/Children (6-12);
Free/Members & Children under 6. Produced by Gibbes Museum of Art (843) 722-2706 ext. 22.

(1L0AM-6PM) From Civil War To Civil Rights, South Carolina Perspectives On The War That
Changed America. The City of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs presents two exhibitions on
view in the City Gallery at Waterfront Park. Post Civil War Charleston — 1865: A Photographic
Retrospective will be on the first level of the gallery. Civil/Uncivil: Works by Leo Twiggs will be on
the second level of the gallery. Fully restored by Rick Rhodes Photography & Imaging, Post Civil
War Charleston — 1865: A Photographic Retrospective offers audiences the opportunity to view
the City of Charleston over 144 years ago. Some photographs were originally taken with large
glass plates, while others were taken with twin lens stereoscopic cameras, in order to create a
stereo view. Civil/Uncivil: Works by Leo Twiggs documents the path from the Civil War to the
Civil Rights Movement and features the artwork of Leo Twiggs, an Orangeburg native, who is
widely seen as the country’s main pioneer of batik as a modern art form. On view April 8-May 8,
open Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat.-Sun. 12-5pm; Opening Reception April 8 from 6-8pm; City
Gallery at Waterfront Park, 34 Prioleau St., Downtown Charleston. Admission: Free. Produced by
the City of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs (843) 958-6484.

(11AM) Military Enlistment Program. An opportunity for children to experience what it was like
to be a soldier during the Civil War. April 9-15 at 8:45am & 11am, April 16 on demand; Liberty
Square, 340 Concord St., Downtown Charleston. Admission: Free. Produced by National Park
Service (843) 883-3123.

(11AM-3:30PM) Confederate Museum. The Museum features artifacts from the War Between
the States. Ongoing operations; open Tuesday-Saturday from 11am-3:30pm; special hours April
12 from 10am-4pm; closed Sunday-Monday; Confederate Museum, 188 Meeting St., Downtown
Charleston. Admission: $5/Adults & Teens; $3/Children 6 and up; Free/Children under 6.
Produced by the Charleston Chapter #4 of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (843) 723-
1541.

(11AM-4PM) “The Beginning of the Civil War” Manuscripts. The exhibit consists of more than
two dozen items on Secession and the beginning of the American Civil War. Its presence is
designed to correspond with the series of important conferences in the first year of the
Commemoration of the Sesquicentennial of the great conflict of 1861-1865. On view through
April 27, open Tues.-Fri. 11am-4pm; Karpeles Manuscript Museum, 68 Spring St., Downtown
Charleston. Admission: Free. Produced by Karpeles Manuscript Museum (843) 853-4651.



(1PM) African-American Life in Antebellum Charleston. Dr. Bernard Powers speaks about Free
African Americans in Antebellum Charleston at 1pm; Joe McGill speaks about dwellings of
enslaved people at 3pm. Wed. April 13; Liberty Square, 340 Concord St., Downtown Charleston.
Admission: Free. Produced by National Park Service (843) 883-3123.

(2PM-5PM) South Battery Tour: Festival of Houses and Gardens. Although South Battery was
heavily bombarded during the Civil War, new construction of the postbellum era included fine
Victorian houses as well as early 20th century waterfront mansions. The creation of Murray
Boulevard in 1911 further enhanced this development. April 13 & 16 from 2-5pm; South Battery,
various homes and gardens, Downtown Charleston. Admission: $45. Produced by Historic
Charleston Foundation (843) 723-1623.

(3PM) African-American Life in Antebellum Charleston. Dr. Bernard Powers speaks about Free
African Americans in Antebellum Charleston at 1pm; Joe McGill speaks about dwellings of
enslaved people at 3pm. Wed. April 13; Liberty Square, 340 Concord St., Downtown Charleston.
Admission: Free. Produced by National Park Service (843) 883-3123.

(5:15PM) Concert: Music of the Civil War. Features a music performance by The South Carolina
Broadcasters. Wed. April 13 at 5:15pm; Unitarian Church, 4 Archdale St., Downtown Charleston.
Admission: $25. Produced by Historic Charleston Foundation as part of the 64th Annual Festival
of Houses and Gardens (843) 723-1623.

(VARIOUS TIMES ALL DAY) Fort Sumter Harbor Cruise and Tour. Fort Sumter is the Island Fort
where the Civil War began. Experience a narrated cruise through Charleston’s historic harbor
out to Fort Sumter. Listen to historians as they talk about the fort’s pivotal role in the War
Between the States. Visit the museum and gift shop during your trip, then enjoy a one hour
harbor tour before returning to shore. Ongoing, tours depart at various times daily from Liberty
Square at Aquarium Wharf, 360 Concord St., Downtown Charleston and Patriots Point, 40
Patriots Point Rd., Mount Pleasant. Admission: $16/Adults; $14.50/Seniors; $10/Child (6-11);
Free/Child (Under 6). Produced by SpiritLine Cruises (800) 789-3678.

(VARIOUS TIMES ALL DAY) Living History Demonstrations at Fort Sumter. Patrons visiting Fort
Sumter on Spiritline Cruises boats will see Union soldier musket drill and firing along with heavy
artillery drill all day April 9-13 and Confederate soldier musket drill and firing along with heavy
artillery drill for the 4pm and 5:15pm cruises on April 14 and all day April 15-17. Patrons visiting
Fort Sumter April 14 from 9:30am-2:30pm will see a ceremony signifying the surrender of Fort
Sumter. Admission: Free with paid boat tour ticket. Produced by National Park Service (843) 883-
3123.



